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HEADMASTER'S NOTES

Of Pharisees and Sinners

Two similar themes in the last Assemblies of threntewith Ed Drew and the team from Dundonald expgthe Pharisaic
boast “Thank God | am not as other men are” whielikened to the creed of many assembly speakaus.visitors have be
noticeably innocent of this, uncannily able to camsba moral story with vivid pictorial accompaninerSo, Rupert Shell
came in with his army kit bag as a way of showiogvtthe weight of the world can be dispensed witbdhh a strong belie
Over the terms, the remarkable string of assistEmgy from Emmanuel have always provided clear amaising ten minu
spots. Catherine Parkes recalled for us the amazinident which brought Bassett’s Liquorice Altsdnto the world. Of th
regulars, we must single out Peter Bines and J&aiEe (speaker at today’s Break Up Meeting) amnfa little further bac
for a period of five years the always compellinggeby Richard Sewell (now being lured to return dm Assembly next ter
from Barnes). The picnic had the majority of Widiton taking over Richmond Park on a heavy, butmwday yesterda
Year 2 had some fun time at the beach on Mondaittleshampton; this morning classrooms echoed &rthummer parties.
Take the Strain

All that was missing from the full hand of SportayDactivities was the Llanabba Silver Band, whicksva disconcertin
feature of Paul Pennyfeather's experiencBéaline and Fall. Most of the traditional attractions were at &tikam, boosted
the presence, thanks to Clownfish, of a number efntrers of the bouncy castle family. The ice creamstayed mute un
after the Prize Giving and the rain held off umtéll into the drinks session. Unsurprisingly p@ulvas the tug of war, whi
seems to bring out unexpected yearnings for phlydisplay from parents and teachers alike. Youuwaderstand Galahad a
Lancelot fighting to a draw at the Year 8 paintingliconvention in Cobham. But the tug of war crevese longer than ev
this year, as parents took on parents. Similagesadf courage in the sprint races, for which tbesBr had been in training f
months. The relays too embody in minor form theletbasis of the sports, in both its Athenian amatienn combination
individual endeavour and the cause of the teamva#t only a matter of time before the most eloquevitval of the field gu
contest, always the most cheered on moment in th&lRTournament, was brought back into life by Wgiton College
People crave a traditional day out for the spomts @rax last Friday answered the call. In the meeglater, there were go
moments to savour, as the heroes of the year waplaweded for their feats and the younger membeithefschool gave
tremendous display of self discipline sitting cexstegged and uniformly silent. One sensiblydsleep during the speeche
Call to Arms

Yesterday was advertised as the beginnings of amauof upheavals, with teachers striking over mersreform. Estimat
wobbled enormously about the scale and size dfutmout of strikers, with the leftwing press scagta story in the possibili
of private school teachers on the picket linesha®ts can adapt to outside circumstances deftlyvagitl In the hard s
winter of 1963, all the independent schools toolkcrgss country and hare and hounds through theftozgn months and,
the Heath collision with the unions in the 197@sfd ingenious ways of devising a timetable thatdonorph with the thre
day week. A winter of discontent like that whichmediately preceded Thatcher will not phase mostwofschools, althou
everyone will be sighing if 2012 starts to resentbhkbitter antagonisms of police on horsebackgdinto the striking miner
Fit for Purpose

A month on and with the Inspection Report suitgidyed over, some niggles remain about the truegsagpof Ofsted. The
documents are carefully scrutinised by expertsamndteurs alike and educational columnists likeitectl readers to what th
conceive as finding the Heart of the School bend¢laghbland prose. However, there are very diffiaubas of blankne
Sport is, beyond checking to see if there are agippsts and blades of grass, almost a non visibedtry. Not only th
amount of sport that most independent schools sessential pillars of the overall service thewjte, but no calculation
success or failure of how teams do. It is the satle exams into senior schools, where there iByr@®a form of checking fo
guality. No one makes any attempt to researctplhee of a school against its competition and @mlthe feeblest way is
parental response measured. Finances are nevessksl and overall management is similarly undgegdla While so muc
rides on the report, it would be comforting to thinspectors were confident in their ability to kolbeyond mission statemen
Back to Your Corners

A lone cry against the trend as one MP calls far thturn of boxing in schools. Perpetuating thentdrcomes easily
J.K. Rowling, who now is issuing reams of back matebout her characters and her settings. Ofestone recently reach
was the passing of one million children in Englésihools speaking English as their second languadédhés chimes with th
advert in last week’s Schooltraders from a boargirgp school in Surrey looking for an Assistant Matwith one requisit
being “must speak fluent English”. One initiatipeoposed is for our Maths Departments to follow themple set b
Shanghai, home of some of the best results worlelviag insisting that all pupils should study Matiwough to the age of 18
Protection through Life’'s Storms

Some strong feeling through the Leavers’ ServiceMednesday at St. Mark’s. Clive Gardner was veygosite with hi
reflections on the differing suggestive powersypfels of sweets and the musical contributions taafternoon were exquisit
with the Choristers, Ricky Choi and especially Dai¥oshimura performing superbly. There were goeadings too from
group of Year 8 boys in extracts from the Psalnglyh Waugh, Richmal Crompton, Richard Curtis;imléll, a fitting envoi.
Wigs by Clarkson

Between the wars, no theatre programme was evéowmitthis credit for a firm which seemed to holdnanopoly in it
department. Winston Churchill usually managedt&y duoyant at the end of his many conferences thighallied leade
from 1940-1945. Through all the ups and downs, lileek dog days and the moments of indomitablenuipth, he wa
marvellously served by a close personal team. willg for a huge change of scale, we recall how €hillrchirpily repeate
this phrase to all his staff as a sign that thiforts for the moment were over and they could tddeamselves home and rela




THE WILLINGTON NEWSLETTER 1st July 2011

lllllllllllllll J?DHJN?JJJN?DJ?J?DJ?J?DJ?D
EVENTS 3 % MUSICIANS OF THE WEEK % )

R RRARRRRRRRRE
m@@ﬁﬂﬁﬁ@@@@ﬁ@

CRICKETERS OF THE WEEK
All the boys in Year 2
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7.00 pm Years 4 & 5 Curriculum Evening g Caspar Paton (7T) Merlin 200 A
WEDNESDAY 14th SEPTEMBER Lﬁ'&? Andrew Hodgson (8K) Galahad 100 Lﬁ@@

3.00 pm U11 A&B v Twickenham Prep (Away) . A Jamie Crowfoot (5F) Galahad 75 w;ﬁ\
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MONDAY 5th SEPTEMBER
Year 4 Residential to Sayers Croft departs
4.15 pm Choristers’ Parents’ Meeting
TUESDAY 6th SEPTEMBER
Year 4 Residential to Sayers Croft
7.00 pm Years 1, 2 & 3 Curriculum Evening
WEDNESDAY 7th SEPTEMBER
Year 4 Residential to Sayers Croft returns
THURSDAY 8th SEPTEMBER
7.00 pm Years 6, 7 & 8 Curriculum Evening
TUESDAY 13th SEPTEMBER

WEEKS 1 & 2 g For Excelllzlenrt]gneAQntktS]%f)lassroom g
Zayyan Chughtai (4H)
AUTUMN TERM JJg Kasim Al (7T) 43
JJ
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UNIFORM SHOP OPENING HOURS ;
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday §
8.15 am - 9.00 am §

CLOSED WEDNESDAY §
willingtonuniformshop@googlemail.com §
REOPENING FOR AUTUMN TERM §
Thursday 1st September $

Please anticipate a long queue! §
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Antiques Roadshow
is coming your way

Bring your treasures to the Roadshow experts
in the grounds of

The All England

HOUSE POINTS WEEK 10
2 (2) Excalibur 7860
1 (1) Galahad 8479

4 (3) Lancelot 6190
3 (4) Merlin 7465
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Lawn Tennis Club

Wimbledon

Thursday 25th August 2011

9.30am to 4.30pm
Admission FREE to the Roadshow

Bring your treasures to the experts on the day, but if
you have large pieces of furniture and/or bulky
antiques you can't carry, we may be
able to help. Write now enclosing
a photo if possible and your
address and telephone number.

BABYSITTING

l'\ vqw
UMLWMHUUI Old Willingtonian (17) available for babysitting
Please call Jay Terrafranca
020 8946 2752
or text 07885 724103

Closing date for letters Tuesday 16th
August. Antiques Roadshow, BBC,
Whiteladies Road, Bristol BS8 2LR
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