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Introduction and Values
The curriculum is all the planned activities that we organise in order to promote learning, personal growth
and development. It includes not only the formal requirements of the National Curriculum, but also the
range of extra-curricular activities that the school organises in order to enrich the experiences of the
children at Willington School. It also includes the ‘hidden curriculum’, or what the children learn from the
way they are treated and expected to behave. We aim to teach children how to grow into positive,
responsible people, who can work and cooperate with others while developing knowledge and skills, so that
they achieve their true potential.
Our school curriculum at Willington Prep, Wimbledon is underpinned by the values that we hold dear Kindness, Respect, Humility and Honesty. The curriculum is the means by which the school achieves its
objective of educating children in the knowledge, skills and understanding that they need in order to lead
fulfilling lives (School Motto - non scholae sed vitae discimus - we learn, not just for school, but for life).
Willington Prep, Wimbledon is in full agreement with the statement of aims included in the introduction to
The National Curriculum Handbook for Primary Teachers in England. These are the main aims of our school,
upon which we have based our curriculum:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

We value the way in which all children are unique, and our curriculum promotes respect for the
views of each individual child, as well as for people of all cultures.
We value the spiritual and moral development of each pupil as well as their intellectual and
physical growth.
We value the importance of each person in our community.
We organise our curriculum so that we promote cooperation and understanding between all
members of our community.
We value the rights enjoyed by each person in our society.
We respect each child in our school for who they are, and we treat them with fairness and
honesty.
We aim to enable each person to be successful and we provide equal opportunities for all the
children in our school.
We value our environment and we aim, through our curriculum, to teach respect for our world
and how we should care for it for future generations as well as our own.

Aims and Objectives
The National Curriculum provides pupils with an introduction to the essential knowledge that they need to
be educated citizens. It introduces pupils to the best that has been thought and said and helps engender an
appreciation of human creativity and achievement.
The National Curriculum is just one element in the education of every child. There is time and space in the
school day and in each week, term and year to extend beyond the National Curriculum specifications. The
National Curriculum provides an outline of core knowledge around which teachers can develop exciting
and stimulating lessons to promote the development of pupils’ knowledge, understanding and skills as
part of the wider school curriculum.
The aims of our school curriculum at Willington Prep, Wimbledon are to enable children to:
●
●

Feel safe and valued as part of a caring community that celebrates success.
Be independent thinkers/learners who are able to seek solutions creatively and
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●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

cooperatively.
Develop an enquiring mind and be able to ask questions.
Be confident enough to take risks in their learning.
Experience and actively participate in a relevant, enjoyable curriculum that evolves to
meet the needs of all.
Be able to listen and articulate responses showing consideration to others ∙ Be polite and
courteous.
Be proactive in their responsibilities towards the community, society, the environment
and economy, linking ‘real life’ with their learning.
Understand and respect diversity.
Be aware of and recognise their own learning needs and be involved in planning future
steps.
Develop a sense of self-esteem: be well balanced and healthy individuals.

Organisation and Planning
Our yearly curriculum overview indicates which subjects are taught to which groups of children in
respective terms. Over each academic year, each child has the opportunity to experience the full range of
National Curriculum subjects. Staff in year groups, and subject leaders, have pulled together areas of
learning from different curriculum subjects which contain similar themes or links. This allows for a more
creative and cross curricular approach to learning and encourages children to apply skills in a variety of
ways.
Medium term plans and/or schemes of work are written to ensure coverage of the foundation subjects.
They include learning intentions and activities with differentiation identified.
Our short-term plans are those that our teachers write on a weekly or daily basis. We use these to set
out the learning intentions for each lesson and to identify what resources and activities staff will use in
the lesson. All lessons focus around a clear lesson objective (LO) and this must be referred to during each
lesson, which then forms part of the success criteria for the lesson.
Inclusion
Teachers set high expectations for every pupil. They plan stretching work for pupils whose attainment is
significantly above the expected standard. They have an even greater obligation to plan lessons for pupils
who have low levels of prior attainment or come from disadvantaged backgrounds. Teachers use
appropriate assessment to set targets which are deliberately ambitious.
The curriculum in our school is designed to provide access and opportunity for all children who attend the
school. If we think it necessary to adapt the curriculum to meet the needs of individual children, then we do
so in consultation with the child’s parents.
If a child has a special educational need or disability, our school does all it can to meet these individual
needs. Our provision complies with the requirements set out in the SEND Code of Practice [2015]. In most
instances, if a concern arises suggesting that a child may have special educational needs, the teacher is
able to provide resources and educational opportunities which meet these needs within the normal class
organisation. If it is deemed that they require extra support, either in class or separately, this is provided
by our SEND team.
Mixed Ability Teaching
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We believe, in line with the latest educational research, that all classes should be taught as “mixed ability”
classes. There are no sets or streams for any subject lessons. However, all teachers will appropriately
differentiate in a varying ways to ensure all pupils can access the lesson information.
Classes may, on some occasions, be split into smaller groups. These groups could either be again ability or
also be differentiated.
We ensure high standards of academic progress through well planned lessons, high quality teaching and
enabling all pupils to access the content of each lesson. All pupils are offered the same outcomes through
this method and each is stretched appropriately. The divide between the very highest achievers and the
lowest is subsequently narrowed whilst maintaining the highest academic standards for all.
Teaching Assistants and the SEN department operate within both the Pre-Prep and Prep Schools. Their main
focus is supporting the educational needs of every pupil in the school. There are added handwriting clubs
(Penmanship) which operate through the school from Years 1-5 and are populated by invitation. Support
groups or “Clinics” are available in English and Maths for pupils in Year 5 and are again accessed by
invitation. The SEN department is regularly involved within the classroom setting helping to support small
groups or by working one-to-one. Small group lessons and one-to-ones also take place in the SEN teaching
room.
Gifted & Talented provision is provided, firstly, through the process of thoroughly tracking every pupils’
achievements. Once identified, these pupils are stretched and extended in their lessons, through high quality
teaching and differentiation. The scholarship programme also provides extra lessons across a range of
disciplines.

The Role of the Subject Co-ordinator
The role of the subject co-ordinator is to:
●
●
●
●

Provide a strategic lead and direction for the subject.
Support and offer advice to colleagues on issues related to the subject.
Monitor pupil progress in that subject area.
Provide efficient resource management for the subject.

The school gives all teachers non-contact time, so that they can carry out the necessary duties involved with
their role. It is the role of each subject leader to keep up to date with developments in their subject, at both
national and local level. They review the way the subject is taught in the school and plan for improvement.
This development planning links to whole-school objectives. Each subject leader reviews the curriculum
plans for their subject, ensures that there is full coverage of the National Curriculum, learning intentions are
clear and that progression is planned into schemes of work and seen within exercise books.
The subject leader leads termly meetings with all the teachers delivering their subject. This forms part of
the subject monitoring process. An agenda and minutes are taken and these will then feed into yearly action
plans.
Subject leaders for English, Maths will meet with the Deputy Head Curriculum and discuss effort and
attainment across their subjects. Special notes are made of more able and less able pupils. The entire school
tracks the progress of their pupils on a central tracking dashboard: a document which records effort,
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attainment and progress of every pupil in the school, noting the strengths and development points for each
subject. It is developed throughout the year but it is intended to be an easily accessible way of giving a
snapshot of the academic profile of the pupil in each and every subject, predicting the direction in which
they are heading should current form continue.
All subject leaders work hard to provide a broad and balanced curriculum which meets the needs of all
learners including those with special educational needs.

Monitoring and Review
Planning is monitored by the Deputy Head Curriculum and Deputy Head Pre-Prep to ensure it is current and
used as a working document and a tool for constant refinement and improvement.
Termly Scrutiny of Work programmes are also carried out to ensure clear progression is evident in exercise
books. They ensure that clear learning intentions are identified in plans and that children receive consistent
and developmental feedback on their work in line with the school’s marking policy. The leadership team and
subject leaders also conduct learning walks and teacher lesson observations throughout the year to ensure
there is a broad and balanced curriculum being delivered to the children. Subject leaders also monitor the
way in which resources are ordered, stored and managed.
SLT and subject leaders feedback to year groups or individuals about their monitoring so that strengths
can be shared amongst staff and development points acted upon.

Assessment
Assessments in all subjects are performed by the class teachers and either informal or formal, formative or
summative. Generally, these assessments are recorded at the end of a unit and suggest whether a pupil has
achieved specific National Curriculum objectives relating to that unit of work. This assessment will
predominantly be found in the pupil’s exercise book so that they and others can recognise their
achievements and know what objectives they still have to achieve. In addition to teacher assessments, all
pupils from Reception to Year 6 will have standardised GL assessments at the beginning and end of the
academic year with reading and spelling tests performed every term. This allows us to have a deep
knowledge of each and every child’s knowledge base and progress.
Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum
At Willington Prep School the EYFS curriculum is rich, exciting and engaging. The Early Years Foundation
Stage (EYFS) extends from the age of 3 – 5 years. The nursery is open to children who have reached their
third birthday by 31st August. The EYFS is important in preparing children for later schooling. It is the Early
Learning Goals that set out what is expected of most children by the end of the EYFS. Every child deserves
the best possible start in life and support to fulfil their potential. A child’s experience in the early years has
a major impact on their future life chances. A secure, safe and happy childhood is important and it provides
the foundation for children to make the most of their abilities and talents as they grow up. At Willington
Prep School we provide an environment that is stimulating and exciting to young minds, in an effort for
every child to maximise their potential as independent learners.

Willington Independent Preparatory School

The curriculum and PSHEE programme at Willington Prep School promote the fundamental British values of
democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different
faiths and beliefs. The curriculum and PSHEE programme encourage respect for groups protected by the UK
2010 Equality Act. The PSHEE programme and assemblies provide pupils with social, moral, spiritual and
cultural education, as well as valuable opportunities to promote key British values.
Willington Prep School is committed to the EYFS themes and principles which set out the standards for the
learning, development and care of children from birth to 5.
The principles and themes are:A Unique Child Every child is a unique child who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable,
confident and self-assured.
Positive Relationships Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships.
Enabling Environments Children learn and develop well in enabling environments in which their
experiences respond to their individual needs. There is a strong partnership between practitioners, parents
and carers.
Learning and Development Children learn and develop in different ways. The framework covers the
education and care of all children in the Early Years including children with special needs and/or learning
difficulties.
The Early Years Curriculum
The curriculum is designed to be broad and challenging and to allow each pupil to develop their talents
fully. Class teachers remain with their forms for the majority of the time, but specialist teachers take the
children for Music, French, PE, Swimming each week, as well as ICT and Art in Reception class.
Areas of Learning
The EYFS statutory framework provides a structure for planning and evaluation of the curriculum for
children aged 0 to 5 years.
The Early Years curriculum is formed of three prime areas of development:
-Communication and language
-Personal, social and emotional development
-Physical development
And four specific areas of development:
-Literacy
-Maths
-Understanding the world
-Expressive arts and designs
Communication and language development
This involves giving children opportunities to speak and listen in a range of situations and to develop their
confidence and skills in expressing themselves.
ELG 01 Listening and attention:
• Children listen attentively in a range of situations
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• They listen to stories, accurately anticipating key events and respond to what they hear with relevant
comments, questions or actions
• They give their attention to what others say and respond appropriately, while engaged in another activity
ELG 02 Understanding:
• Children follow instructions involving several ideas or actions
• They answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about their experiences and in response to stories or events
ELG 03 Speaking:
• Children express themselves effectively, showing awareness of listeners’ needs
• They use past, present and future forms accurately when talking about events that have happened or are
to happen in the future
• They develop their own narratives and explanations by connecting ideas or events
Physical development
This involves providing opportunities for children to be active and interactive, and to develop their coordination, control, and movement. Children must also be helped to understand the importance of physical
activity, and to make healthy choices in relation to food.
ELG 04 Moving and handling:
• Children show good control and co-ordination in large and small movements
• They move confidently in a range of ways, safely negotiating space
• They handle equipment and tools effectively, including pencils for writing
ELG 05 Health and self-care:
• Children know the importance for good health of physical exercise and a healthy diet, and talk about ways
to keep healthy and safe
• They manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs successfully, including dressing and going to the
toilet independently
Social, Moral, Spiritual, Cultural
This involves helping children to:
• develop a positive sense of themselves and others
• form positive relationships and develop respect for others
• develop social skills and learn how to manage their feelings
• understand appropriate behaviour in groups
• have confidence in their own abilities
ELG 06 Self-confidence and self-awareness:
• Children are confident about trying new activities, and say why they like some activities more than others
• They are confident speaking in a familiar group, will talk about their ideas, and will choose the resources
they need for their chosen activities
• They say when they do or do not need help
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ELG 07 Managing feelings and behaviour:
• Children talk about how they and others show feelings, talk about their own and others’ behaviour and its
consequences, and know that some behaviour is unacceptable
• They work as part of a group or class, and understand and follow the rules
• They adjust their behaviour to different situations, and take changes of routine in their stride
ELG 08 Making relationships:
• Children play co-operatively, taking turns with others
• They take account of one another’s ideas about how to organise their activity
• They show sensitivity to others’ needs and feelings, and form positive relationships with adults and other
children
Specific areas of learning and their associated ELGs
Literacy
This involves encouraging children to read and write, both through listening to others reading, and being
encouraged to begin to read and write themselves. Children must be given access to a wide range of reading
materials such as books, poems, and other written materials to ignite their interest.
ELG 09 Reading:
• Children read and understand simple sentences
• They use phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read them aloud accurately
• They also read some common irregular words
• They demonstrate understanding when talking with others about what they have read
ELG 10 Writing:
• Children use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match their spoken sounds
• They also write some irregular common words
• They write simple sentences which can be read by themselves and others. Some words are spelt correctly
and others are phonetically plausible
Mathematics
This involves providing children with opportunities to:
• practise and improve their skills in counting numbers, calculating simple addition and subtraction problems
• describe shapes, spaces, and measures
ELG 11 Numbers:
• Children count reliably with numbers from 1 to 20, place them in order and say which number is one more
or one less than a given number
• Using quantities and objects, they add and subtract 2 single-digit numbers and count on or back to find the
answer
• They solve problems, including doubling, halving and sharing
ELG 12 Shape, space and measures:
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• Children use everyday language to talk about size, weight, capacity, position, distance, time and money to
compare quantities and objects and to solve problems
• They recognise, create and describe patterns
• They explore characteristics of everyday objects and shapes and use mathematical language to describe
them.
Understanding of the world
This involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community through
opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places, technology and the environment.
ELG 13 People and communities:
• Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members
• They know that other children do not always enjoy the same things, and are sensitive to this
• They know about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among families,
communities and traditions
ELG 14 The world:
• Children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living things
• They talk about the features of their own immediate environment and how environments might vary from
one another
• They make observations of animals and plants and explain why some things occur, and talk about changes
ELG 15 Technology:
• Children recognise that a range of technology is used in places such as homes and schools
• They select and use technology for particular purposes
Expressive arts and design
This involves supporting children to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials. It involves
providing children with opportunities and encouragement for sharing their thoughts, ideas and feelings
through a variety of activities in art, music, movement, dance, role-play, and design and technology.
ELG 16 Exploring and using media and materials:
• Children sing songs, make music and dance, and experiment with ways of changing them
• They safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design,
texture, form and function
ELG 17 Being imaginative:
• Children use what they have learnt about media and materials in original ways, thinking about uses and
purposes
• They represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through design and technology, art, music, dance,
role-play and stories
Seasonal Activities
In the Autumn Term the children learn songs for Harvest Festival and for the Christmas production. The
children get used to performing in front of an audience through concerts and productions. Children are
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encouraged to use their imagination and be creative in all areas of the curriculum. The children get
opportunities each day to use the outdoor area and children attend Forest School in the Spring Term. Forest
School enables us to instil an appreciation of the natural world in children from an early age and embeds
the importance of looking after nature and a sense of responsibility to do so. Sessions are intended to give
children time to be outdoors and the freedom to be themselves.
The children learn about the community in which they live through assemblies, visiting speakers and
lessons focusing on religious festivals. They are encouraged to work together well and they are taught the
British Values of tolerance, respect and tolerance for all. The Nursery and Reception children attend at least
one trip each term. Throughout the year, children take part in school trips to consolidate their learning of
topics taught.
Child-Initiated Activities
The curriculum allows time for children to make choices and take the lead in their learning. During childinitiated activities, children can consolidate new skills and develop their self-esteem. Staff take an active
role during child-initiated play by extending, facilitating, scaffolding and play-partnering.
The Importance of Play
During play, children explore, discover, solve problems and learn to understand the need for rules. Play
gives children the opportunity to think creatively alongside others, as well as on their own. They can
express their fears in a safe and secure environment whilst having the opportunity to take risks and make
mistakes. They will be involved in group and individual play, initiated by adults and children, using a wide
range of resources.
Daily routines are adhered to, as far as possible. We provide a routine which is conducive to effective
learning. The children find security and a sense of order in this routine practice and we aim to lay a solid
foundation for a formula that increases their chances of achieving a successful and fulfilled life as an adult.
In the EYFS, we build on what children have already learned at home and we lay a solid foundation for their
future formal education. The environment that we provide is a secure and caring educational one, where
they acquire grounding in the fundamentals of learning, and ensure that no child is excluded or
disadvantaged. This is strongly promoted by developing strong ties with parents and encouraging feedback
from both parties.
Planning
The curriculum is planned as follows:
Long Term Plan - each year we agree on a long-term plan outlining how we implement the four themes of
the EYFS curriculum.
Medium Term Planning (termly/half termly) - includes children's interests and strengths based on
observation, class discussion (child’s voice), play plans and the parent voice sheet.
Weekly plan - includes both pre-planned and spontaneous experiences. This is a flexible document which
can be adapted according to the needs of the children. Notes and evaluations of teaching and learning are
made about individuals and groups of children to help staff plan next steps for children.
Children in the Nursery and Reception classes are provided with a balance between child-initiated play and
involvement in adult focused activities. These child-initiated and adult-led activities are reflected in the
teacher’s planning and take place both inside and outside in the Outdoor Learning Area, where carefully
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planned resources are set out daily to support the children's learning and development. Their choices are
carefully monitored and, when necessary, they are guided and redirected. This is to ensure that each child
is gaining a balance and breadth of learning. Giving children the opportunities to make choices and organise
their play at an early age will prepare them for the time in later years when they have to make important
decisions. The choices are made from activities that are well planned, purposeful and progressive; providing
an appropriate level of interest for all the children in the Nursery, whatever their needs or abilities.
Observation
Observation in Early Years is ongoing and is an integral part of assessing the children’s progress. We make
systematic observations of their achievements and interests to identify learning priorities for individual
children. Observations are recorded and shared with parents using a programme called Tapestry and allows
opportunities for parents to share their observations and make comments on school observations.
Assessment
All children have an online Pupil Profile which tracks and highlights their individual progress in each of the
prime areas of learning, specific areas of learning, Early Learning Goals and achievement and across the
school. Teacher observations, children’s work and photographic evidence are included, as well as Next
Steps in their learning. This builds the pupils’ EYFS Profile from aged 3 in Nursery through to the end of the
final term of the year in which they reach 5. Children are assessed on entry (baseline assessment) and
continually in a formative manner. In the Summer Term Reception children are also assessed against the
EYFS Early Learning Goals; this data is shared with the parents and the County.
Marking guidelines for constructive feedback
1.
At Willington School, we believe that marking is about gaining a balance between setting and guiding
future progress and building self-esteem based on pupil’s achievements. Pupils write in Blue, Teachers mark
in purple and give a target in green. Pupils should be made aware of what they have done well, any
achievements or successes they have made. However, more importantly, to facilitate their future progress
they need to be given targets on where to go next with their learning. In some cases they need to be told
sensitively that they are getting things wrong. Teachers should use the acronyms WWW (What Went Well)
and EBI (Even Better If).
2.
Like all things, in marking there are exceptions to the rule of praise and target. If a pupil is
particularly proud of a piece of writing, for example, it may not be helpful to set a target or point out any
errors as this may be counterproductive. It may be better to praise only, ignore any areas for development
until the next time that pupil is working on a similar piece. In this instance the target could be set at the
beginning of the task, based on areas for development in the previous piece and addressed in a very positive
way, such as “You remember that lovely piece of writing you did? Wasn’t it great? Now you’re older / more
experienced I bet you could do an even more amazing one if you …”
3.
Sometimes children (and adults) don’t do their best and at times they do very little. In general,
children like to know where they stand when it comes to expectations. If you are marking a piece of work
and you can’t find anything good to say about it, that is probably because there is nothing good to say about
it. So be honest with the pupil, set targets and then, instead of scrambling around trying to refer to
something good in the piece in front of you, use the praise element to refer to a previous submission, i.e.
“You are usually really good at extended writing, perhaps we should have another look at the writing you did
last week about the school trip. That was such a good piece of writing!” (personal retrospective praise).
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4.
Have a balance of focused and unfocused marking. It is often helpful for the pupil if they are aware
of what is being marked, e.g. using apostrophes. It is also useful for a teacher to have a clear focus and can
make marking a lot quicker. As above, flexibility is important – if you notice any glaring errors, particularly
repeated, don’t be afraid to break the ‘rules’ and mention them. Even more importantly, if you notice that a
pupil is attempting something to extend their learning i.e. using colons in sentences, mention it.
5.
Don’t over mark – marking is a crucial part of a teacher’s role and should be performed once a week.
Some work should, of course, be closely marked. Some should be done with the learner during the day,
allowing them to address their targets immediately.Feedback can be given in many different ways. For the
older boys, peer marking can also be very beneficial and helps them to become self-critical.
6.
Make time to analyse the marking with the pupils. Just because you have marked and annotated a
piece doesn’t necessarily mean that they will read it. Time to reflect on marking needs somehow to be
written into our very busy curriculum.
7.

Summary:
a. Pupils should be made aware of what they have done well.
b. They need targets to facilitate future progress.
c. Use your judgement about whether you should use praise only for a piece of work or offer
advice for improvement as well.
d. Have a balance between focused and unfocused marking.
e. Mark books once a week and beware of over marking. Use other forms of feedback.
f. Where possible, allow the pupils time to read through and reflect on your marking.

Marking and work scrutiny Key Stage 1
1. Learning objective
Year 1 LO - Printed stickers and stuck next to work
Year 2 LO - could, should, must, printed stickers
2. Feedback from the teacher:
Yr 1 & Yr 2 Stampers
Star (green) - what went well
Wish (red) - target
Purple pen - teacher marked
Green pen - corrections by the children
Sp red pen - spelling corrections by children (circled by the teacher)
3. Effort - teacher own stickers, stamps and pens next to the rest of the feedback
4. Verbal Feedback given

V
F
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5. Success Criteria
Shared with the children and differentiated where appropriate
Monitoring
Marking and Feedback will be monitored by the Senior leadership Team or by Subject Leaders (as
initiated by the SLT) and forms part of our annual monitoring cycle on Formative Assessment and
Assessment for Learning.
Marking and Feedback should:
• Be dated and the learning objective should be clear by writing the Learning Objective (LO) at the
beginning of tasks; both must be underlined with a ruler.
• Look for progress and success before areas to develop. Effective marking and feedback is
supportive and positive for children.
• Link marking to the learning objective and success criteria.
• Be marked in coloured pens, as outlined in the marking code.
• Acknowledge verbal comments and praise with the appropriate symbol from the code.
• Give positive public feedback for high achievement, as an illustration of completion of the
learning objective and success criteria.
• Look for persistent errors and patterns of errors, rather than every error made: be selective and
sensitive in marking, i.e. not every incorrect spelling will be highlighted, only words that an individual
child should be reasonably expected to know.
• Ideally, a significant amount of work should be marked during the lesson with the pupil who can
respond to feedback immediately, the rest must be marked regularly and promptly after completion,
to allow effective and immediate feedback to be given.
• Work should indicate whether it has been completed independently or with support. Staff may
wish to annotate stampers with the level of support, e.g. Assistance may be by: 1:1 – individual
support, Gp – group support, Min – minimal support, WB - using a word bank, Res – using resources
given.
• If work is incomplete due to absence (A), Music Lessons (M) or Learning Support lessons (LS), this
should be:
1. Indicated next to the LO
2. The Learning Objective must be ticked using the code to indicate attainment.
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